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Professional Design
During the 1920s in the United States, many people who 
had once described themselves as involved in the graphic 
arts, the industrial arts, the craft arts, or the arts allied to 
architecture, and even architects themselves, began to be 
referred to as designers. They were seen as serving 
industry. They could take any object or product—a shoe, a 
chair, a book, a poster, an automobile, or a building—and 
make it appealing, and thereby persuade the public to buy 
it or a client to build it. 



Professional Design
People find products appealing for two reasons—their 
functionality and their style. Obviously, a product needs to 
work, and work well, to attract buyers. But it also has to 
look good, and this “look,” or style, is a stimulus for 
consumption and show. It implies not only aesthetic appeal 
but good taste. Most successful product design embodies 
both functionality and a distinctive stylistic appearance.
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European Art 
Nouveau Artists



Jules Cheret 1836-1933



Jules Cheret



Jules Cheret



Jules Cheret



Jules Cheret



Eugene Grasset 1841-1917



Eugene Grasset



Eugene Grasset



Eugene Grasset



Eugene Grasset



Eugene Grasset



Alphonse Mucha 1860-1938



Alphonse Mucha



Alphonse Mucha

Poster for 
Lorenzaccio, starring 
Sarah Bernhardt



Alphonse Mucha

Poster for 
La Dame Aux 
Camelias
starring Sarah 
Bernhardt



Alphonse Mucha

Poster advertising 
JOB cigarette rolling 
papers. JOB Papers 
used this poster again 
in the late 1960s.



Alphonse Mucha

Poster advertising 
Cycles Perfecta



Alphonse Mucha

Poster advertising 
Beer



Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec 1864-1901



Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec

“Fine Art”
At the Moulin Rouge
oil painting



Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec

La Goulue and Two 
Women
oil painting



Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec

Two Women 
Waltzing
oil painting



Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec



Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec

Reine de Joie
Poster 1892



Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec



Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec

Confetti
Poster 1893



Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec



Aubrey Beardsley 1872-1898



Aubrey Beardsley

Mort de Arthur
(Death of King 
Arthur)
Book illustration 
1893



Aubrey Beardsley

Salome
Book illustration 
1894



Aubrey Beardsley

Salome
Book illustration 
1894



Privat Livemont 1861-1936



Privat Livemont

1896 Poster for 
Robette Absinthe 



Privat Livemont

1899 Poster for Rajah 
Coffee



Paul Emile Berthon 1872-1909

Berthon was a French artist who produced primarily posters 
and lithographs. Berthon's work is in the style of Art 
Nouveau, much like his contemporary Alphonse Mucha. 
Berthon studied as a painter in Villefranche before moving 
to Paris. He later enrolled at the Ecole Normale
d'Enseignement de Dessin and received lessons from Luc-
Olivier Merson. 

His study of the decorative arts influenced his print making, 
influencing the strong lines and natural details that guided 
his art. The vast majority of Berthon's lithographed posters 
did not include advertisements and were meant to stand on 
their own.



Paul Berthon

1895 art exposition
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A. M. Cassandre



















Ludwig Hohlwein















Schulz-Neudamm
Heinz Schulz-Neudamm was actually Paul 
Heinz Otto Schulz. He was a German graphic 
designer and illustrator who worked until the 
1940s in Berlin. He called himself after his 
birthplace Schulz-Neudamm. He created 
numerous advertising themes for various film 
companies working mostly for German 
studios. He also worked with American 
Distributors including the Fox Company (later 
called 20th Century Fox). He is best known for 
his 1926 poster for the ground-breaking 
German film Metropolis directed by Fritz Lang.





ARTC 2316 History of Communication 
Graphics



El Lissitzky

Lissitzky was born on November 23, 
1890 in Pochinok, a small Jewish
community 50 kilometres (31 mi) 
southeast of Smolensk, former Russian 
Empire. During his childhood, he lived 
and studied in the city of Vitebsk, now 
part of Belarus, and later spent 10 years 
in Smolensk living with his grandparents 
and attending the Smolensk Grammar 
School, spending summer vacations in 
Vitebsk.[3] Always expressing an interest 
and talent in drawing, he started to 
receive instruction at 13 from Yehuda 
Pen, a local Jewish artist, and by the 
time he was 15 was teaching students 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pochinok_(town)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smolensk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vitebsk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belarus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/El_Lissitzky%23cite_note-SHA57-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drawing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yehuda_Pen


El Lissitzky: Beat the Whites with the Red Wedge



El Lissitzky: 



Dadaism



Alexander Rodchenko
Rodchenko was born in St. Petersburg to 
a working-class family who moved to 
Kazan after the death of his father, in 
1909.[1] He become an artist without 
having had any exposure to the art 
world, drawing much inspiration from 
art magazines. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Petersburg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kazan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander_Rodchenko%23cite_note-1


Alexander Rodchenko

Russian Constructivism



Alexander Rodchenko

Russian Constructivism



Alexander Rodchenko

Russian Constructivism



Piet Mondrian

Pieter Cornelis "Piet" Mondriaan
March 7, 1872 – February 1, 1944), 
was a Dutch painter.
He was a contributor to the De Stijl
art movement and group, which 
was founded by Theo van Doesburg
int the Netherlands. He evolved a 
non-representational form which 
he termed neoplasticism. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Painting
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Representation_(arts)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/De_Stijl


Piet Mondrian

Composition in Red, Blue and Yellow (1930)



Laszlo Moholy-Nagy

Moholy-Nagy was born László Weisz in 
Bácsborsód to a Jewish-Hungarian
family.[2] His cousin was the conductor 
Sir Georg Solti. He attended Gymnasium 
(academic high school) in the city of 
Szeged. He changed his German-Jewish 
surname to the Magyar surname of his 
mother's Christian lawyer friend Nagy, 
who supported the family and helped 
raise Moholy-Nagy and his brothers 
when their Jewish father, Lipót Weisz
left the family. Later, he added 
“Moholy” ("from Mohol") to his 
surname.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/B%C3%A1csbors%C3%B3d
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_Jews_in_Hungary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/L%C3%A1szl%C3%B3_Moholy-Nagy%23cite_note-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georg_Solti
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Szeged
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nagy


Laslo Moholy-Nagy

Russian Stenburg Bros.



Laslo Moholy-Nagy

Russian Stenburg Bros.



Laslo Moholy-Nagy

Russian Stenburg Bros.



Laslo Moholy-Nagy

Russian Stenburg Bros.



Laslo Moholy-Nagy

Russian Stenburg Bros.



John Heartfield

John Heartfield (born Helmut Herzfeld; 19 June 1891 
– 26 April 1968) was an artist. He was a pioneer in 
the use of art as a political weapon. Some of his 
photomontages were anti-Nazi and anti-fascist 
statements. Heartfield also created book jackets for 
authors such as Upton Sinclair, as well as stage sets 
for such noted playwrights as Bertolt Brecht and 
Erwin Piscator.

John Heartfield (Helmut Herzfeld) was born on 19 
June 1891 in Berlin-Schmargendorf. His father was 
Franz Herzfeld, a socialist writer, and his mother was 
Alice (née Stolzenburg), a textile worker and political 
activist..[6]

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Upton_Sinclair
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bertolt_Brecht
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Erwin_Piscator
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berlin-Schmargendorf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Heartfield%23cite_note-6


The Hitler Salute (AIZ), by John 
Heartfield



This is the Salvation They Bring, by John 
Heartfield



The new Nazi Church, by John 
Heartfield



Adolf the Superman, Swallows Gold 
and Spouts Tin, by John Heartfield



Walter Gropius

Gropius's career advanced in the 
postwar period. Henry van de Velde, 
the master of the Grand-Ducal Saxon 
School of Arts and Crafts in Weimar was 
asked to step down in 1915 due to his 
Belgian nationality. His 
recommendation for Gropius to 
succeed him led eventually to Gropius's 
appointment as master of the school in 
1919. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_van_de_Velde
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belgium


Walter Gropius



Walter Gropius Director’s 
home for the Bauhaus in 
Dessau



Herbert Bayer

Herbert Bayer (April 5, 1900 –
September 30, 1985) was born in Haag, 
Austria. He was was a graphic designer, 
painter, photographer, sculptor, art 
director, environmental and interior 
designer, and architect, who was very 
well recognized as the last living 
member of the Bauhaus and was 
instrumental in the development of the 
Atlantic Richfield Company’s corporate 
art collection until his death in 1985.
Bayer entered Bauhaus as a student but 
stayed and joined that team as one 
notable faculty members



Herbert Bayer Poster for Kandinsky's 
60th birthday exhibition in Dessau



Herbert Bayer



Joost Schmidt

Joost Schmidt (Wunstorf, 5 January 
1893 - Nürnberg, 2 December 1948) 
was a teacher or master at the Bauhaus
and later a professor at the College of 
Visual Arts, Berlin. He was a visionary 
typographer and graphic designer who 
is best known for designing the famous 
poster for the 1923 Bauhaus Exhibition 
in Weimar, Germany.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wunstorf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/N%C3%BCrnberg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bauhaus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berlin


Joost Schmidt



Joost Schmidt Dessau, 1930



Joost Schmidt



Marcel Breuer

Marcel Lajos Breuer (pronounced 
BROY-ər; 22 May 1902 – 1 July 1981), 
was a Hungarian-born modernist, 
architect and furniture designer. One of 
the masters of Modernism, Breuer 
extended the sculptural vocabulary he 
had developed in the carpentry shop at 
the Bauhaus into a personal 
architecture that made him one of the 
world's most popular architects at the 
peak of 20th-Century design.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Pronunciation_respelling_key
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hungary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Modernism


Wassily Chair, by Marcel Bruer



Marcel Breuer



Late Modern


































































